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Al-Tayyib Saleh

Al-Tayyib Salih (born 1929, Al-Shamaliyah province, Sudan—died February 18, 2009, London, England)
was an Arabic-language novelist and short-story writer whose works explore the intersections of
traditional and modern life in Africa.

Salih attended universities in Sudan (in Khartoum) and in London and devoted much of his professional
life to radio broadcasting, for many years as head of drama for the BBC Arabic Service. Coming from a
rural background of small farmers and orthodox religious teachers, he attempted in his work to harmonize
the traditions of the past with the worldliness of the “traveled man,” the African who has returned from
schooling abroad. His novel Mawsim al-hijrah ila al-shamal (1969) ! is a prose poem that reflects the
conflicts of modern Africa: traditions and common sense versus education, rural versus urban, men versus
women, and the specific versus the universal. Salih’s prose is polyrhythmic and haunting.

The tales in ‘Urs al-Zayn (1969)? evoke the warmth, compassion, humour, and sadness of traditional
Sudanese Arabic life, examining authority and unwritten codes through its beautifully structured narrative
rhythms. In the 1970s he wrote two short volumes, translated into English as Bandarshah, and later
published a multivolume autobiography.?
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Amyuni, Mona Takieddine, ed. A Casebook: Season of Migration to the North by Tayeb Salih.
[Beirut]: American University of Beirut, [1985].
BA Call Number: 892.736 S16534c (B2 -- Special Collection)

Salih, al-Tayyib. Bandarshah. Translated by Denys Johnson-Davies. UNESCO Collection of
Representative Works. London: Kegan Paul International; Paris: The United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 1996.

BA Call Number: 892.736 S16537 (B2 -- Special Collection--Dr. Denys Johnson-Davies)

Salih, al-Tayyib. Bondarchah. Translated by Anne Wade Minkowski. Bibliothéque arabe. Collection
littératures. Paris: Sindbad, [1985].
BA Call Number: 892.736 S16534bo (E)

Salih, al-Tayyib. Saison de la migration vers le nord: Roman. Translated by Abdelwahab Meddeb and
Fady Noun. Bibliothéque arabe. Collection Littératures. Paris: Sindbad, [1972].
BA Call Number: 892.736 S16534sa (E)

Salih, al-Tayyib. Season of Migration to the North. Translated by Denys Johnson-Davies. Penguin
classics. London: Penguin, 2003.
BA Call Number: 892.736 S16537s (B2 -- Special Collection--Dr. Denys Johnson-Davies)

Salih, al-Tayyib. The Wedding of Zein: & Other Stories. Translated by Denys Johnson-Davies.
Illustrated by Ibrahim Salahi. Arab Authors 13. London: Heinemann, 1978.
BA Call Number: 892.736 S16537w (B2 -- Special Collection--Dr. Denys Johnson-Davies)
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BA Call Number: 892.78609 S1653j (E)

Also available as an e-book:
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BA Call Number: 892.709006 N217 (E)

Also available as an e-book:

http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:102862
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BA Call Number: 809.3 N713 (B2 -- Special Collection--Samy Khashaba)
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BA Call Number: 892.709016 N9741 (E)

Also available as an e-book:

http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job: 76402

E-books

Berkley, Constance E. The Sudanese-Arab Writer Tayeb Salih: A Study of His Journals, Short
Stories, and Novels. Lewiston: Edwin Mellen Press, 2014. E-book. (database). eBook Academic
Collection.
https://research.ebsco.com/c/ptg2tx/search/details/fv3sdgajjz?db=e000xww&Ilimiters=None&q=The%20
Sudanese-Arab%20Writer%20Tayeb%20Salih&searchMode=any
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BA Call Number: 190274 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- Theses)

E-Theses

AlBzoor, Baseel Ali. Semantic and Pragmatic Failure in Translating Literary Texts: Translators'
Inconsistency and/or Textual Resistance. PhD diss. Purdue University, 2011. e-thesis. ProQuest
Dissertations and Thesis (database). ProQuest.
https://www.proquest.com/docview/900302891/792D87553CA346C2PQ/1?accountid=7180&sourcetyp
e=Dissertations%20&%20Theses [accessed 20 April 2026]
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Migration to the North. Master’s Thesis. San Francisco State University, 2024. Online e-article.
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